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ONE DOLLA 


BY L. G. HOFFMAN.) 


MODERN INNOVATIONS. 


“ You admit that it is not in the power of any man, or any body 
of men to make innovations in the body of Masonry.”’ 


In our last number, at page 69, we recorded our 
solemn Protest against the Resolution adopted at the 
‘ late annual communication of the Grand Lodge of 
¢ Alabama, by which the declaration stands recorded, 
by authority of that respectable Grand Lodge, ‘“‘ that 
the loss of an arm, or a leg, does not disqualify a per- 
son from receiving the degrees in Masonry when there 
is no other objection, except that of being maimed ;” 
and we promised to take up the subject at this time.— 
We enter upon the duty we have undertaken with sad- 
ness, which is occasioned by the reflection, that our 
remarks must necessarily be limited in extent, and 
that the number of our readers, will be comparatively 
small, while the great interests involved, require us to 
send forth an alarm as with the tones of a trumpet, that 

ight arouse every slumbering Mason in every land. 
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hich we must explain in few words. 


most limits of our desire ; and succeed in arresting 
the attention of the Fraternity, and carrying them with 
us in a perfect unity of opinion ; from the very nature 
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argument, we cannot avail ourselves of them. Thus 
we find ourselves circumscribed on every side. But 
it is not our intention to narrow down our subject to 
$ the mere consideration of what are the physical quali- 


; fications of candidates, as prescribed by the constitu. 


: tion of the Order. That is but an incidental question, 


‘ involved and connected with the subject to be treated, 


and to which we have been impelled by the resolution 


of the Grand Lodge of Alabama, in connection with ‘ 
; the laws, decisions and practices of various other Gr. ° 


Lodges, and the recorded opinions of some of those 
“whose duty and profession is, to dispense light and 
truth to the uninférmed Mason. The main question 
; We would put to our readers, then, is simply this :— 
Shall the Masonic Orpen be preserved free from inno- 
vations and corruptions, or shall it be allowed to perish, 
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> There is also another cause for sadness and regret, ; 
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of some of the developments which are important to our } 
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through the ignorance and self-wlll of those who have 
assumed the right to sit in judgement upon the funda- 
mental Constitution of the Order, and have dared, in 
defiance of every moral duty,to alter, change, enlarge, 
contract, mutilate or misconstrue it, according to their 
several notions of improvement? For these things 
have been done, and are now being perpetrated, part- 
ly in secret, and partly openly, and in the face of the 
whole craft. Against all these things we solemly’ re- 
cord our PRoTEST. ,Let no one profess to be an ad- 
mirer and supporter of ‘‘ our time honored”—*' our 
venerable Institution,” who sits with folded arms, and 
in silence sees it gradually stripped of its vestiges of 
antiquity, its foundation undermined, and its valuable 
properties scattered before all the winds of heaven.— 
In this, we perhaps, have not left ourselves blameless, 
for having so long forborne, as we used to think, but 
as we now believe, neglected, the opportunities which 
we have had in the last five years, to exercise our Je. 
gitimate editorial rights, giving way to a good natured 
disposition to allow to every one, the free exercise of 


; his opinions, The consequence has been that our 
Though we were to extend our comments to the ut- $ 


‘* Register” has been made the register of every va. 
riety of opinion, which has, perchance, been enter- 
tained on every Masonic subject. Our course is 
changed. The duties which we owe to the craft, to 
the institution, to humanity, demand from us some- 
thing more than to provide a vehicle for the wild and 
thoughtless speculations of those who are in theory 
and practice emphatically speculators in Masonry.— 
Those duties we are determined to perform hereafter, 
to the best of our ability. To this determination we 
have been brougiiby ng love of labor—by no love of 
controversy—but by a diligent study of the history, 
pursoses, and character of the Masonic Institution ; 
its tendencies, its danger, and the necessity which ex- 
ists for the erection of a Standard, under which the 
rue friends of Ancient Masonry may rally for its pre- 
servation, and if it be possible, for the recovery of its 
despoiled territory, within the Ancient Landmarks, 
which were fized immutably by the founders of the 
Order. 

In the effort which we shall make for the accom. 
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plishment of these high purposes, there are some cir- 
cumstanges to encourage us. The Grand Lodge of the 
State of New York have never separated the consti- 
tution of Masonry from the constitution of the State In- 
stitution ; and the Grand Lodge of Ohio have formal- 
ly recogized and published the Ancient Charges, in the 
terms which have been hitherto in use in New York ; 
so that in the language of the late Grand Master Reese, 
these two Grand Lodges may be regarded as standing 
shoulder to shoulder for the protection of the Consti- 
tution of Masonry as it was, and as it ought to be pre- 
served. Other Grand Lodges in the United States 
have also published and recognized the Ancient Char- 
ges, as fundamental laws, but unfortunately they have 
been copied from imperfect editions, varying in some 
essential particulars from the genuine standard. But 
itis probable that the cause of the unfortunate state of 
our Institution at the present time, and its evident ten- 
“dency towards disorganization is, that there are hun- 
dreds of thousands of Masons who have never been im- 
pressed with the thought, that the Ancient Constitution 
is unchangeable ; and that few of those who do so un- 
derstand this leading principle, have ever had an op- 
portunity of seeing an unmutilated copy! A Century 
has passed away since a true copy hasbeen published.— 
Let the censure rest where it properly belongs, but let 
the Grand Lodges of the Western hemisphere unite in 
an effort,not only to divest the ritual of the Order of its 
corruptions, but to establish forever the fundamental 
principles, as laid down in the Ancient Charges, by in- 
corporating them in their statute books, and making 
them known to the Craft. When_.this is done, we can 
present ourselves confidently and honestly before the 
disciples of those corrupt systems, which have, un- 
doubtedly, from similar causes, obtained in Europe, 
and require them also to return to that Ancient system 
which alone existed when Lodges on the Conti- 
nent were planted. We now solicit our Brethren to 
accompany us patiently and attentively, until we can 
lay before them the facts and the evilence, upon which 
we have deliberately made tp our opinion in this mat- 
ter : and then shall we call upon them to enlist with 
us for the war, which we intend to wage against every 
innovation, and speculation, subversive of the old 
English and Scottish Constitutions and Charters. 

The first book of the Constitution of Masonry ever 
printed, was published under the authority of the Gr. 
Lodge of England, in 1723. That book states, that 
“ the old Constitutions in England had been much in- 
terpolated, mangled, and miserably corrupted, not only 
with false spelling, but even with many false facts,and 
gross errors in history and chronology, through length 
of time, and the ignorance of transcribers, in the dark 
illiterate ages, before the revival of Gounewy and an- 
cient Architecture, to the great offeff@eof all the learn. 
ed and judicious Brethren, whereby also the ignorant 
have been deceived.” That book further states, that 
the author,Bro. James Anderson, having been directed 
by the Grand Master, the Duke of Montague, to pe- 
ruse, correct and digest, into a new and better method, 
the History, Charges, and Regulations of the Ancient 
Fraternity, he examined several copies from Italy and 
Scotland,and sundry parts of England,and from thence 
and from several other ancient Records of Masons, 
he compiled that copy. We gather some further in- 
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formation, on this subject from the next edition, pub- 


in 1738 ; in which it is stated, that ‘‘the Free Masons 
had always a Book in Manuscript, called the Book of 
Constitutions ,(of which they have several very ancient 
copies remaining) containing not only their CHarcEs 
andReGuLArions,but also the History of Architecture.” 
After the publication of the work in 1723, the author 
revised it, and laid the revised copy before the Grand 
Lodge in February 1735, when it was referred to the 
past and present Grand Officers for their opinion. If 
this revised copy had not been shown to have been 
more in conformity to the ancient records than the 
first production, it could hardly have obtained the ap- 
probation which it did from those old Grand Officers, 
Desaguliers, Payne and others, who were perfectly 
acquainted with the constitutions and regulations of 
the Institution before the organization in 1717. It is 
very clear that the author himself, after the publica- 
tion of the first edition, had discovered some eause for 
a revision, and after it had been examined by the 
oldest and most competent members of the Gr. Lodge, 
it was approved on the 25th of January, 1738, at the 
largest assembly which had ever been held up to that 
time. If we were about to purchase or peruse any 
work, which had been revised and corrected by the 
author, we should certainly choose that copy which he 
had deliberately sent forth as free from the errors and 
omissions of the previous edition. So with the compila- 
tion of the constitution by Dr. Anderson, we take that 
which he approved, and which was the last which un- 
derwent the scrutiny of those, who were leading Ma- 
sons when the Grand Lodge was founded at London. 
The edition of 1738 was reprinted without variation 
in 1746, and was in use until 1756. . 


In neither of these editions is there any authority, 
right, or power claimed for the Grand Lodge to alter, 
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amend, or change the Constitiution of Masonry, or the ° 
Landmarks of the order. Neither can there be found ’ 
in the constitution of any Grand Lodge beneath the ° 
canopy of Heaven, a claim to any such right, power, ’ 
or authority! How has it occured then, that on look- ; 


ing over the state of the Institution in 1845,we find that, 


as in 1723, the old constitutions of England have been ‘ 
interpolated, mangled and miserably corrupted; and * 
that in other lands the same destructive process has ‘ 
been carried on, until the question has been raised in ° 


this country, and very properly too, whether some of ’ 


the European Grand Lodges shall be recognized cr ° 


not ? 


If our readers will take the trouble to examine any 
old constitution, they will find the extent of right to 


altar, amend, &c., is limited to the regulations of ' 


Grand Lodges, and always with the proviso that the 
old Land Marks be carefully preserved. 


? 


Now we know there is a great diversity of opinion } 


as to what are the Land-marks. Let us take a com- 
moa sense view of the question. Suppose that one of 
us has a farm of a certain extent, in the form of ‘‘ an 
oblong square.’ The landmarks are placed at four 
corners, and may be monuments of stone, blazed trees, 
or any other permanent mark to designate the limits 
of our right. But what would be the value of these 
landmarks if our property might be plundered by an 
entrance between the landmarks? To “guard against 
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these innovations, Masonry is surrounded with Land- 
marks—written and traditionary. The written Land- 
marks are partly contained in the Bible, partly in the 
History of Masonry, and partly in the Ancient Char- 


To these Cuarces the whole fraternity should be obe- 
dient; and when they renounce their obedience to 
these; they renounce their connection with the frater- 


privileges of membership. 


tosome extent, excusable for having adopted regula- 


split the Institution into Fractions, or Factions. 

By taking up then, the Resolution of the Grand 
Lodge of Alabama, we intend no disrepect to that re- 
spectable body of Masons, but we protest against it, 
and connect it with the innovations of other Grand 
Lodges, and of influential individuals, because that 


RAAAAAAAPRAAID AAA IIA LALA 


the Ancient Charges, and the ritual of the order. 

The qualifications of Candidates for initiation, as 
defined in the charges referred to, are as follows :— 
‘“ The men made Masons must be Free born (or no 
Bondmen) of mature Age and of good Report, hale 
and sound, not deformed or dismembered at the time of 
their making. But no Woman, no Eunuch.” In ac. 
cordanceswith this fundamental and unalterable law, 
the Grand Lodge of the State of New York on the 10th 
of June, 1807, decided that the loss of an eye was such 
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1820, for a dispensation to initiate a Lieutenant in the 
Navy, and the son of a Mason, but who had lost an 
arm in action, the Grand Lodge refused a dispensation 
as ‘“‘incompatable with the constitution of Masonry.” 
Thus we have shown, that the constitution of the Or- 
der, as laid down in the most distinct language, and 
the decisions of the Grand Lodge of New York, are in 
direct and positive opposition to the recent decision of 
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tigation further, we shall show that, if this system of 
construction be tolerated, the whole constitution will 
be corrupted and mutilated past reparation. 
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in Mississippi. The Editor of the London Free Ma- 
son’s Quarterly Review, has decided that an emancipa- 
ted slave may be initiated. We have heard that a Lodge 
in England initiated lately a Persian Eunuch; and 
the Lodges of adoption on the Continent finish off the 
catalogue. 
tution of Masonry, and the removals of the Ancient 
Landmarks. They are not subjects of Regulation.— 
The Regulations of the Grand Lodge of England in 
the olden time say nothing upon these subjects. They 
are found only inthe CHARGES, are preserved in the 
ritual, and are amongst the best evidences retained of 
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the antiquity of the Order, and of its Hebrew pater- 
nity. 
It is well known that the three Grand Lodges at 


> Berlin, deny initiation to every one but professors of 


ges; which are, as published in 1738, rn CoNsTI- > 


TUTION condensed into the smallest possible space.— { Jewish Brethren from other Grand Lodges. 


Christianity, and refuse admission to their Lodges of 
The Gr. 


> Lodge of New York has protested against this, as an 
> 


nity—they secede—and are no longer entitled to the ° 


innovation on the Constitution of the Order, and a re- 
moval Of the ancient landmarks ; and the Grand Lodge 
of the Netherlands have suspended their intercourse 


» with those bodies, until they restore the supremacy of 


Now it unfortunately happens that these CHARGEs : 
having never been published since 1746, many of the } 
Grand Lodges in the United States, in South America ; 
and evenin Europe,have never seen them,and they are > 


the constitution. 

There has been no little clamor in the United States 
for two years past, about a regulation adopted by the 
Grand Lodge of Tennessee as an interference with 


> the Constitution of Masonry, by possibly excluding 


tions inconsistent therewith; nevertheless, the conse- . 
quences threatening to be fatal, they must return, or | 


some sect of professing Christians. Wedo not think 
the regulation referred to, would exclude any chris- 


: tian, nor any other than an infidel, such as cannot by 


any means, other than conversion, be made a Mason, 
even if he were allowed initiation. But the calling in 


° question the constitutionality of the Tennessee regula. 


Grand Lodge has no right, any more than another, to | 
abrogate the Constitution of Masonry, as laid downin 3 


tion, that proves the fraternity in this country are 
ready to resist innovations on the Constitution, so 
soon as they become known. 

We have given but a fewillustrations of the inroads 
which have been made upon the ancient constitution, 


> and if it should be thought by any, that the specimens 
> we have furnished, are not of vital importance; we 
; reply, that in our opinion we should for the preserva. 
’ tion entire, of the most ancient constitution in exist- 


a defect as ought to preclude the candidate {rom initia- ; 
tion : and on the application of the Master of Warren ° 
Loge, in the city of New York, on the Ist of Mareh $ 


the Gr. Lodge of Alabama. But by carrying our inves- 3 


The ? 
Free Mason’s Magazine, published in Boston, has re- $ 
cently stated the case of a blind man initiated inaLodge ° 


All these acts are violations of the Consti- : 
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ence, strive against the first steps towards innovation. 
In this country, it has been hitherto more carefully 
transmitted, nothwithstanding many little variations 
in our work, than it has been in Europe; and we 
would have our Grand Lodges free themselves from 
even the smallest mote, which might expose them to 
retort, while they are calling upon each other to rally 
for the vindication of pure Ancient Masonry in foreign 
lands. We cannot venture on such a controversy with 
our Brethren but with clean hands. Hence it is, in 
all probability, that innovations have been so long 
tolerated in Europe. Corruptions have obtained al, 
most every where, but the time has arrived, when, if 
ever, they must be rooted out, for they are still on the 
increase ; and if not checked, we shall soon cease to 
be one Fraternity, spread over the face of the earth, 
but be divided into a number of little communities, 
only to be held togteher by treaties, and with little or 
nothing remaining of the ancient Constitution, or the 
landmarks of the Order. 

And what other innovations, we may be asked, have 
been tolerated or are now in progress? Some of these 
will be difficult of explanation without time and place 
convenient : but we mayvallude to some of them. In 
Sweden, Masonry has been formed into a species of 
nobility, and so thoroughly reformed, that an Ameri- 
can Mason would hardly acknowledge it; or be ac- 
knowledged there. 

In some parts of Germany THE Bisie is dispensed 
with ; and atthe present time, it 1s seriously discussed 
whether some of the most important parts of the 
privileges of the third degree shall not be communica- 
ted to Apprentices! Insome places this has already 
been done, because at the battle of Wagram, the life 
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of a soldier was saved on the field. But what is 
equally strange, and will probably tax the faith of our 
American Brethren most ot all is, that an American 

ldier would not be recognized under similar circum- 
stances, by a German, French or English Soldier, ex- 
cept by a mere accidental knowledge of American or 
Scotch usages. 

These then are the sad results of innovations on the 
constitution of Masonry, written and traditionary.— 
Had we not cause for sadness, when entering upon the 
discussion of this subject? Is there not reason to fear 
that it will be next to an impossibility to root out all 
these corruptions ? 

The first thing necessary to be done here, is to guard 
against the fundamental error, which has caused these 
corruptions. We consider this to be, the not making 
a distinction between the Constitution of Masonry, 
and the Reguldtions of the Grand Lodges for the 


1 





government of the Craft. in their several jarisdictions. > 


The Constitution is immutable ; the whole fraternity 


in every land, and from age to age, should cherish and > 


preserve it, as the instrument which constitutes them 
one fraternity. 


The regulations of Grand Lodges, » 


which they sometimes call constitutions, are subject to . 
alteration, amendment or explanation, as circumstan- 3 
> same for that object.” 
Previous to the next annual meeting, the Grand ° 


ces arise. 


We have given our reasons for preferring the edi- ; 
tions of the Ancient Charges, published in 1738 and ; 
1746, and would recommend that they be republished, ° 


and solemnly recognized by every Grand Lodge in 


America, that every Mason may know his duty, and 3 
not be liable to be misled by the mutilated copies > 


which are generally published in the books. 
THE MASONIC COLLEGE OF MISSOURI. 


In our last number, we proposed to speak more par- 


Brethren in Missouri, under the title of ‘*‘ The Ma. 
sonic College.” As an item of ‘‘the news of the 
day,” to be reported, read, and immediately forgotten, 
we might have incorporated a notice of this noble en- 


but as the most important movement in the cause of 
education, which has arrived at a point of active 
operation, in advance of the numerous projects of the 
Grand Lodges in other States, “having the same main 
object in view, it demands especial attention, and shall 
have it. 

The first movement towards the establishment, was 
made in October 1841, when the Grand Lodge unani- 
mously Resolved, on motion of Bro. Carnegy, ‘‘ That 
it is necessary and expedient, and the imperative du- 
ty, as well as the interest of the Grand Lodge, to 
establish at some healthy and convenient point, an in- 
stitution of learning for the sons of indigent Masons, 
and such others as the Grand Lodge may, from time 
to time to time admit ; and also to establish at such 
place as the Grand Lodge may direct, an asylum for 
the maintenance and education of the female orphans 
of worthy Master Masons and others. 

Resolved, That it 1s the duty of the Grand Lodge to 
proceed forthwith to adopt such measures as may be 
best calculated to obtain the pecuniary means neces- 


ticularly of the Institution lately established by our | 
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Resolved, That it be recommended to each Subordi- 
nate Lodge under this jurisdiction,and to every worthy 
brother of the fraternity, to contribute liberally each 
year, for five years, to the objects specified in the 
foregoing resolutions, 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Missouri ought 
to be incorporated by law, with powers to purchase 
and hold forever so much land as is necessary, on 
which to erect a Grand Hall, to use and lease out said 
Hall, to receive the rents and profits arising therefrom, 
and to employ them for such purposes as they may 
think proper. Also, to purchase and hold forever, not 
more than one hundred acres of land, to be used and 
employed exclusively as a scite for an institution of 
learning, as specified in the first resolution, with pow- 


; er to erect houses and the necessary buildings there- 


on, appoint teachers, professors and governors for the 


’ same, and to rule and govern the same in such man- 


ner as the Grand Lodge may desire, with such other 
powers as may be necessary for the complete accom. 
plishment of the objects aforesaid, and also to pur- 
chase and hold forever so much land in addition to the 
above mentioned tract as may be necessary for a site 
for the asylum and school specified in the first resolu- 
tion, and powers also, to occupy, use and employ the 


Master and a few other Brethren made a contract to ; 
purchase the property which belonged to Marion Col. » 
lege, consisting of about thirteen hundred an fifty } 
acres of land, with the buildings and improvements 2 
thereon, which they tendered to the Grand Lodge, for 
§ the purposes contemplated in the foregoing resolutions, } 
> at the annual communication in October 1842, at which > 
time the following Resolutions were adopted :—Be it 
’ resolved, by the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted » 


; Ancient Masons of the State of Missouri, 


Ist. That this Grand Lodge doth and will accept the ° 


§ contract of purchase aforesaid, of said lands, upon the 


$ terms set forth in the said bond of said Hays, which > 
; is hereby referred to and prayed to be taken as a part 


terprise amongst other matters of tempor4ry interest ; 3 


of this report. 


2nd. Resolved, That the Grand Lodge will take the > 


; contract aforesaid, for the sale and purchase of the » 
premises aforesaid, from said Hays, off the hands of ; 
the said purchasers, and will make payment for said > 
premises according to the engagement entered into by ° 


said purchasers for its payment, upon the terms, con- 
ditions, and consideration specified in said bond of 
said Hays—to be used and employed by said Grand 
Lodge for the institution of learning aforesaid, as con- 
templated in the resolutions passed, as above stated. 
in 1841. 

3d. Resolved, That the Grand Lodge aforesaid, on 
obtaining title to the premises aforesuid, will establish 


for the maintenance and education of the sons of  in- 


digent Masons, gratis; and also for the education of | 
such others as may, from time to time, be admitted by ; 


the regulations of the Grand Lodge. 


4th. Resolved, That the institution of learning, and 
the premises aforesaid, retained for the school, shall > 
be for ever under the conirol and government of the : 
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Grand Lodge aforesaid. Provided, however, that no } 
person, (females and servants employed in common 


sary for the accomplishment of the objects specified in 


; 
§ 
: 
; 
2 
§ 
; 
2 
; 
a school of learning ut the Upper College, (so called,) 
$ 
! 
the above resolution, 3 
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labor excepted, ) unless‘he is a M 
at any time be chosen, elected, or im any way appoint. 
ed to any office, place,trust, or employment in or about 
said premises or institution of learning. Nor shall 
any mere sectarian doctrine or principle be ever taught, 
introduced or acted upon in said institution. Nor shall 
any person who is not a Master Mason in good stand- 
ing, (females and servants employed in common la- 
bor excepted,) ever exercise, enjoy or occupy any 
place, duty, trust, or employment, in or about said in- 
stitution. Nor shall any one who is not of tried integ- 
rity, undoubted moral character, and acknowledged 
ability for learning ever be appointed as President, 
Professor, Tutor or Intructor, in said institution. Pro- 
vided, also, that until the time the Grand Lodge shall 
organize the school on the premises aforesaid, the col- 
lege buildings aforesaid, shall remain in the possession 
ofthe present trustees of said college, on such terms as 
may be prescribed by the trustees hereinafter men- 
tioned and appointed to take the title to said premises, 

5th. Resolved, That the students to be admitted in 
said institution for gratuitous instruction, shall be se- 
selected equally from among those entitled to that 
privilege within this jurisdictlon, in such manner and 
onsuch terms as may be provided by the Grand 
Lodge. 

6th. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge most respect- 
fully petition the Honorable, the General Assembly of 
the State of Missouri, to grant to it a charter, therein 
conferring upon themauthority, right and privilege 
to purchase, hold and use the premises aforesaid, for 
the use and under the limitations aforesaid ; and the 
Grand Lodge respectfuly recommend to the General 
Assembly aforesaid, Richard B. Dallam, Joseph Fos- 
ter, A. Lightbnrn, E. S. Ruggles, J. F. L. Jacoby, 
Parker Dudley, John Ralls, 8s, W. Lewis, T. J. Wise, 
A. Douglass, Jesse Little and Samuel T. Crues, as 
suitable persons on behalf of said Grand Lodge, to 
whom said charter may be granted.” 

In February 1843, the legislature granted the char- 
ter, setting forth the principles contained in the above 
Resolutions, and authorizing the posession of real es- 
tate to the extent of fifty thousand dollars. 

We find the following statement of the amount. of 
money paid for the College property, and the balance 
remaining unpaid in October last, in the annual report 
of the Grand Lodge. 

There has been paid upon the College pro- 
perty, the sum of 

And there remains to paid upon the original - 
debt, $600 ; besides a small amount for 


interest. This will make the total cost 
of property about 


LPLPPPPP PPP AAI 


9,945 12 


. A large portion of the money thus paid over was ° 
and our indebtedness, ; 


obtained by loan from Bank ; 
at this day, is as follows: 

To the Bank of St. Lous, about.. 

abc Palmyra, ‘“ 

Due as above stated, on original debt, 


Making the sum of 

And we have on hand proceeds of sale of 
lands, and interest thereon, in notes, as 
previously eg a EOE Oe siweeeee 


Leaving a present balance of”...... 


The College is now in full operation. In October 
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er Mason, shall g 





. $1,600 00 § 
’ in attendance, and the representative of the Grand 


.$2, 030 00 ° 


last, there were 15 Matriculates; and 29 in the pre 
paratory school ; 
course of studies extends from the rudiments of educa> 
tion to the utmost limits presented at the oldest and 
most reputable Colleges in America. 


It has has been well said, thatin carrying this great 


work forward to maturity,.in less than three years > 


from its inception, ‘‘ our Missouri Brethren have 
covered themselves all over with glory.” There is 


one other fact which may tend to encourage our Breth- 


ren in other States who desire to promote and carry 
out some great work of utility and honor, that by the 
printed list of the Lodges of Missouri, in October 
1844, they mustered less than nine hundred members.— 
But where there is a will, there will always be found 
a way. 
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VIRGINIA. : 


The Grand Lodge of Virginia, at their Annual Com- 
munication on the 9th of December, 1844, elected the 
following Grand Officers :— 

M. W. John R. Purdie Grand Master, 

Rt. W. Sidney 8. Baxter, Dep. Grand Master, 

W. Josiah Bigelow, Sen Gr. Warden, 
James Points, Jr. Gr. Warden, 
John Dove, G. Secretary, 
Wm. D. Wren, G. Treasurer, . 
James Evans, 8S. G. Deacon, 
Charles H Lewis, J. G. D. 
James Doughen, G. Chaplain, 
Wm. B. Page, G. Pursuivant, 
Emanuel Lemon, G. Steward, 
Jesse Read, G. Tyler. 
District Deputy Grand Masters. 

Findel F. Ferguson, of Norfolk, 

Wm. Hope of Hampton, 

Benjamin D. Rust, of Warsaw, 

James Johnson, of Pleasant Hill. 

Richard K. Mead of Petersburg, 

John Slater, of Louisa Court House, 

Benjamin J. Walker, of Mechlenburg, 

George W. Dame, of Danville, 

Wm. B. Shepard, of Curdsville, 

Harland W. Heath, of Roseland P. O. 

George S. Newman, of Liberty Mills, Orange, 

Daniel Whartson, of Loray, Page County, 

Joseph Eaches, Alexandria, 

Nathaniel Seevers, of Berryville, 

Levi L. Waterman, of Abingdon, 

Wm. Carey, of Lewisburg, 

John Parks, of Kanhawa Salines, 

W. A. Harrison, of Clarksburg, 

Wm. H. Allen, of Wellsburg, 

James B. Green, 6f Lynchburg, 

James M. Jordan, of Smithfield, 

The representatives of 33 subordinate Lodges were 


Lodge of Ireland. 
We learn from the annual report of the Grand 


> Treasurer, that the expenses of the Grand Lodge, in 
770 00 ; 


the past year, exceeded the amount of receipts from 
the subordinates Lodges, in consequence of which the 
appropriation of the interest of the charity fund,which 
had been intended for the education of children, was sus- 


making a total of 44 Students. ‘Fhe. 


§ 


p 
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pended for the present year,& a resolution was adopted, 3 Cincinnati, became a petitoner to La Fayette Lodge, 


expressive of the opinion of the Grand Lodge that the 


contributions from the subordinate Lodges ought to 
be increased ; and the regulations in relation to the 
appropriation of the interest were repealed. So that 
the plan adopted only a year.ago, after a discussion of 
some ten years, has been abandoned, and the follow- 
ing resolutions indicate the plan at present proposed 
for the establishment of a permanent charity. Resol- 
ved, That with a view to the increase of the Grand 
Charity Fund ; Brothers 8. 8. Baxter, Charles H. 
Lewis, Wm. A. Patteson, Samuel Watts, John B. > 
Hardy, Jas. T. Stephenson, and John S. Gallaher be, ° 
and they are hereby appointed, a Committee ; whose 
duty it shall be to addressa Circular to all the Lodges ; 
within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, urging ; 
upon them the importance of increasing the said Fund, 
with a view to the establishment of a school for the 
education of the orphan children of Master Masons ; 
and it shall be the duty of said Committee. to raise { 
subscriptions for this object, and reportto the next 

Grand Lodge. . 

Resolved, That the Grand Lecturers and District 
Deputy Grand Masters be required to bring this sub- 
ject to the notice of all the Lodges they may visit the 
next year, to solicit subscriptions and contributions to » 
the Grand Charity Fund, ani make report thereof to ; 
to the next Grand Lodge. 

Resolved, That as this Grand Lodge designs the es- °} 
tablishment of a school for the education of the orphan 
children of Master Masons, the contributions of the 
Subordinate Lodges ought to be increased. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence,made an 
interesting report from which we make a few extracts, » 
touching subjects which we have not heretofore laid > 
before our readers. 

** Granp ‘Lopce or MAryLanp—Has established 

a‘ Grand Masonic Beneficial Association and Relief 
Fund for Widows and Orphans.’ The principles upon 
which it is organized are rather novel, and it may be 
regarded rather as a Beneficial Association under the 
patronage of Masonry, than a legitimate Masonic or- 
ganization. We have no doubt, however, that vast } 
good will be effected by its operation. They have al- ° 
so adopted the system of Work and Lectures recom- 
mended by the Baltimore Convention of Grand Lectur- } 
ers, together with the regulations for the permament ; 
establishment of a ty-annual Convention, as recom- 
mended by same body. They dissent from the propo- ;} 
sition to send a delegate to Europe. 

Granp Lopce or Lovisiana.—Nothing of special 
importance is noticeable in the proceedings of this 
body, except the fact that Lodges are held under its 
Jurisdiction in which different rites are practiced— 
such as Rite Ecossais, Rite D’York, &c. Itisa ques. : 
tion whether it be compatible with the integrity and } 

‘ uniformity of Ancient York Masonry to allow the 
é practice of any other rite, under the Jurisdiction of 3 
¢ Grand Lodges acknowledging the Ancient Constitu- 
tions of York Masonry. 
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« cation of the Grand Master presents a flattering view 
of the Craft under this Jurisdiction. A question of 
Jurisdiction of some importance was decided by this 
: Grand Lodge. A gentleman residing in the city of 


; 
é 
¢ 
é 
¢ 
é 
é 
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> ceive his degrees legally. 
, ted to the Grand Lodge, who, while they justly censure 
° this invasion of their Jurisdiction, decide that persons 
’ residing under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of 


» grees of Masonry in a foreign Jurisdiction, shall not 


° serious consideration of the Grand Lodges of the Uni- 


; gally chartered, and doing its work within the Juris- 


> him for unmasonic conduct, and laying him under the 


2 
Granp Lopce or Onto.—The Annual Communi- 
$ 


of that city, for Initiation into the mysteries of Free 
Masonry ; before the constitutional time: for action on 


* his petition had arrived, he visited the city of New 


$ 
4 
$ 
2 
2 
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York, and was there Initiated, passed, and raised to 
the 8. degree of M. M. On his return home he at- 
tempted to visit La Fayette Lodge as M. M. and was 
refused admittance, on the ground that he did not re- 
The subject was submit- 


Ohio, who wilfully and knowingly obtain the de- 


be regarded as Masons ; if, however, they pursue this 
course ignorantly, and the person is worthy, he Shall 
be recognised as a brother. This decision involves 
grave and weighty principles, and should receive the 


oF 


ted States. No one is held amenable to Masonic Law 
until he has been admitted in a regular way into the 
Association ; if, therefore, a Subordinate Lodge, le- 


diction secured by its charter, confer the degrees of 
Masonry upon the citizen of another State, in which a 
Grand Lodge exists, can that Grand Lodge refuse to 
acknowledge the claims of the person8thus introduced 
into the Institution, or reject his application as a M. 
M. for Masonic Association without first arraigning 
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legal disabilities known to the Masonic Institutions ? 
Granpv Lonce or lowA.—We hail this Young Sis- 


oer 


> ter with warm hearted greeting. It was organized by ; 


a Convention of delegates from Lodges, (chartered by : 
Grand Lodge of Missouri,) held in the city of Iowa, 3 


> on the 2d day of January, A. L. 5844. The proceed- 


ings exhibit a zeal and industry worthy the best days <‘ 
of the Institution. 

Granp Lonct or New Yorx.—The establishment 
of an Asylum for widows and orphans is in progress, 
and will be a noble monument of Masonic philanthropy. 


¢ The proceedings of this body are of great interest, and 
> any attempt to give a synopsis would be tosimpair 


their importance ; we therefore refer to their proceed- - 


» ings as the best and briefest analysis.* 


Granp LopnGce or Kentuckxy.—Have appointed a ° 
committee to work during recess in the Three Degrees, ‘ 
and in order to perfect their workings, to seek infor- : 


2 mation from every correct Masonic source. The work $ 


thus perfected is, by the committee, to be illustrated 
in open Grand Lodge at the next session. They have ; 


, adopted the Masonic Mirror, printed at Maysville, > 
; Kentucky, as their official organ. A committee re- § 


ported on the recommendations of the Baltimore Con: » 
vention, which was laid on the table until next An- 
nual Communication. They have also adopted reso- » 


lutions establishing a Female Orphan Asylum. 


Granpv Lopce or Texas—Have adopted the Ma. } 
sonie Chart and Hieroglyphic Monitor, sacha L. Goats, 5 


RASS RRNA ni nnnnnnmnnnn eee 


* It would seem from.this report that the proceedings of a Grand 
Lodge being ‘‘ of great interest’’—of so much interest that even “a { 
synopsis would impair their importance,” is a sufficient reason for 
referring the fraternity of Virginia to the proceedings ‘‘as the hest 
and briefest analysis.” We thine the committee in justice to them- 
selves, and to all parties hee 9 should have informed the frater- 
nity how to obtain the proceedings referred to. 


PPL x 


. 


iy ee a ere ere 





AAI oer 


¥ PPP PPS PLS LL IIPS LPPLS ISS ISL LILES 


~ANSN™ 


RRR AAA AAAS SAASASSSAAARESRLLAE VERE 


Q 
Q 
é 
? 
é 
é 
é 
é 
é 
é 
é 
é 
4 
é 
Q 
? 
< 
é 
é 
2 
Q 
2 
e 
? 
é 
2 
’ 
2 
4 
? 
? 
¢ 
Q 
é 
? 
é 
? 
é 
Q 
? 
? 
é 
é 
Q 
é 
é 
: 
é 
é 
é 
é 
é 
Q 
? 
é 
é 
é 
é 
Q 
é 
¢ 
Q 
Q 
é 
Q 
4 
é 
é 
? 
é 
4 
é 
é 
é 
< 
é 
é 
é 
é 
rd 
é 
é 
; 
¢ 
é 
< 
¢ 
¢ 
¢ 
¢ 





AMERICAN MASONIC REGISTER 87 4 


as a Text Book for Lodges under their Jurisdiction. 
The business transacted was generally of a local char- 
acter. We regret to see that in violation of the an- 
cient customs of the Fraternity and the spirit of our 
Ancient Charges, this Grand Lodge assembled for 
Work, and did transact business upon the Sabbath- 
day. ” 
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THE LODGES. IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

A plan has been agreed upon by the Lodges in the 
city of New York for raising immediately $20,000, to 
erect a Free Mason’s Hall, or Masonic Temple, the 
income of which, after paying the debt, is to be devo- 
ted to the Asylum Fund. 


St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, have raised their initiation 
fee to $25. 

They will hereafter furnish each new member with 
a Grand Lodge Certificate ; this with the registry fee 


will use $3, and the other iwo dollars will be set apart | 


towards the Asylum Fund—to the same fund is also 
to be added one dollar a year from the dues of each 
member of the Lodge. 


Albion. Lodge, No. 26, have adopted the following 
by-laws: 

‘* Every worthy member of this Lodge in good 
standing (excepting those rated as Country members) 
who shall through sickness or accideat be rendered in- 
capable of following, superintending or performing his 
accustomed labor in his occupation, shall on written 
application to the Lodge or to the W. M. and the ap- 
plieation recommended and vouched for by at least one 
member of the Lodge, be entitled to receive the sum 
of four dollars per week during his sickness or disabili- 
ty, provided always that such sickness or disabili- 
ty does not proceedgrom intemperance or immoral con. 
duct on his part. 

On the death of a worthy member of this Lodge in 
good standing, and whose family are upable to per- 
form the funeral obsequies to his remains with that 
propriety and solemnity due to the remains of a worthy 
Mason, the sum of Thirty-five Dollars shall be appro- 
priated for his funeral, and it shall be the duty of the 
W. M. to see the money properly applied. 

On the death of a worthy Brother in good standing 
(excepting those rated as Country Members) who has 
been a member of this Lodge at least ten years next 
preceding his death, and has regularly discharged his 
dues during that time, his widow shall be entitled to 
receive the sum of Two Dollars and fifty cents per 
week for one year, and in case of leaving no widow, 
then his children if under the age of 17 years, shall 
be entitled to receive that sum for the same period— 


provided always,a majority of the members of the : 


Lodge present at a regular meeting shall deem her or ' June 14, 1843. 


those worthy of such relief.” 

The initiation fee in this Lodge is $25. Towards the 
Asylum Fund they take up a collection, on the initia- 
tion of oy: candidate. 
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THE ear of a friend is the sanctuary of evil reports, 
there alone they are safely preserved. 


To communicate his knowledge is a duty with the 


wise man ; to learn from other is his highest gratifi- 
cation. | 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Transactions of the Grand Lodge of Massachu- 
setts are published at no regular periods, and we are 
therefore left without official information of the acts of 
that very enlightened and active body, sometimes for 2 
years. There has not occurred a more interesting and 
important era in the history of Masonry on this conti- 
nent, than may be embraced in the last three years, 
and it is a continu@l source of regret to those who 
know the simultaneous actions of the various Grand 
lodges of this Union, that the committees on foreign 
correspondence only, have the benefit of the documents 
submitted to their inspection. Their brief reports are 
generally got up in a hurry, and seldom bear the 
evidence within them, that their authors are aware, 
that every regular Grand lodge by its acts, adds not 
only to the general stock of Masonic history, but to the 
general honor and usefulness, and consequently to the 
general interest of the whole ; or onthe contrary, by 
their imbecility, i ignorance, oclf-coneeit discord or hasty 
legislation, inflict injury upon their own misgoverned 
territory, and to some extent upon the whole fraterni- 
tny. Buta healthful change has come over the spirit 
of our time ; the winter storms have passed, the sea- 
sons of torpor has gone by, and the Brethren in the 
East call upon those of the West to awake from their 
slumbers and arise; the South repeats the joyful 
sound, which is echoed from the North ; and the sound 
of the gavel is again heard in all the borders of the 
land. The era of which we have spoken, is, however, 
not so remarkable for renewed activity, as it is for the 
earnest and eager desire which is manifested by mem- 
bers for information of all kinds touching the institu- 
tion. In proportion to the demand has been and will 
be-the supply; and so far as lies our power, we will 
contribute to the common stock. 

We were about to give some extracts ffom the last 
publication of the Grand lodge of Massachusetts, whep 
we gave in their place the thoughts which arose on a 
re-perusal of the acts and efforts of that body to sweep 
away numerous errors in principle and practice, which 
have gained a foothold in the Fraternity in times past. 
We shall proceed to extract freely from the document 
before us, with one more, and only one, remark ‘-— 
that if our Brethren really desire to know what are 
‘the usages of Masonry,” which many of them are 
fond of talking about, they r@ust make themselves 
familiar with the acts and decisions of other Grand 
Lodges than their own, for wherever they live they 
should remember, that their own Grand lodge forms 
but a fraction of the Fraternity. 


The first act of the Grand lodge of Massachusetts 
which we notice is the following Order, ie 


‘* Ordered, That from and after the passage of this 


> Order, it shall not be regular for any lodge to give 
$ more than one degree to the same individual on the 

same day, nor at less interval than one month from 
; his receiving a previous degree, unless a dispensation 
: shall have been obtained therefor.” 


In September 1843, the committee on the printed pro- 
ceedings of the National Masonic Convention, held at 


> Baltimore, in May 1843, made their report, from 
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which we extract the following as approved by the 
Grand lodge. 


GRAND LODGE CERTIFICATES. 


duties here to perform,but they would suggest the pro- 
priety of strongly urging on subordinate lodges the 
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They find that on the junction of the two Grand ‘ 
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» lodges of England, the Grand lodge of all England, at 
; York, and the Grand lodge of England, at London, 
** This subject having been discussed and adopted ; 


in the Grand lodge of Mass., your Committee have no ° pre Te vanes : ; 4 
borious investigation, with a view ta ascertain, pre- 


strictest attention to this important measure, as one ; 


the best calculated to secure them from the visitations 
of the undeserving.” Mm 
TRIENNIAL CONVENTIONS. , 
** The Committee, deeming the primary convention 


to have been instrumental in effecting an union of Ma- ‘ 
sonic practice and of engendering a widely extended ; 


» eapirit du corps,” do earnestly advise the triennial 
assembling for the same good purposes, and the adop- 
tion of the following :— 

** Resolved, By the Grand lodge of the State of 
Massachusetts, that the ‘ Rules for the organization 
and establishing a Grand Convention of Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons,’ as passed by the Convention 
of Masons at the meeting in May, inthe year 1843, 
in the city of Baltimore, composed of eight sections, 
as the same are set forth inthe printed proccedings 
thereof, be, and the same are hereby adopted by this 
Grand lodge.’’* , 


THE POWER OF A LODGE TO TRY ITS MASTER. 
‘The Committee fully agree with the Convention, 


> completed, approved and published. 


which was effected in 1813, the Constitutions of the 
Order were revised and collated, with careful and la- 


sent and preserve the true, ancient laws and usages. 
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For several years the investigation was prosecuted by ° 
experienced and able men, and in 1827, the work was ; 


Constitution of the United Grand Lodge of England. 


¢ In that work is the following provision :— 
‘* No Lodge shall on any pretence make more than : 


that a subordinate lodge has not the right to try its + 


Master, bat that he is amenable to the Grand lodge | 
alone, and would therefore recommend a concurrence 3 


with this resolution.” 
December 1843. 


> ren,at one time, unless by Dispensation. 
** Resolved, That we have learnt ; 


-with deep regret, by the regulations of some of-the ; 
Grand lodges of Germany, Jews are prohibited from ; 


admission into our Fraternity, on account of their re- 
ligious belief. ° 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand lodge, 
the exclusion of any class of men from the privileges 
of Masonry who believe in the existence and moral 
government of the Supreme Being, evinces a spirit ad- 
verse to the genius of our Institutution, and that it is 
an assumption of power not sanctioned by the ancient 
usages of the Craft.” 

On the 12th of June 1844, Several reports from com- 
mittees, were received and adopted, embracing the 
consideration of some of those important subjects 
which are occupying the particular attention of the 
Fraternity at the present time. We extract the fol- 
lowing ‘‘ Report on the Order regulating the confer- 
ring of Degrees,” as peculiarly demanding regard.— 
We are informed that the M. W. Grand Master of the 
State of New York, has issued a similar Order. 
“The Committee to'whom was referred ‘‘ the order 

for prohibiting the conferring of more than one De. 

gree on the same candidate, on the same evening, or 

Short of a month, unless by Dispensation,” 

REPORT: 

‘“* That they have carefully examined the order, and 
compared it with all ancient rules and usages on the 
subject, so far as they could have access to them. 


—_—~ PPP DAPI” 

* The 3d Art. of the 2nd Section of the Rules, empowering the 
a give a final decision on all matters submitted to them, 
‘was rejected by the Grand Lodge. 


» five new Brothers in one day, unless by Dispensation ; 


It is now the ° 


nor shall a Lodge be permitted to give more than une ; 


Degree to a Brother on the same day ; nor shall a high- 
er Degree in Masonry be conferred on a Brother at a 
less interval than one month, from his receiving a pre- 
vious Degree ; nor until he has passed an examination 
in open Lodge in that Degree.” 
stated, that ‘‘ no Dispensation can be granted to sus- 
pend the operation of this law.” The same provision 
is afterwards twice repeated, in substance, in the same 
work. The early published books of Constitutions 
contain similar provisions. 


Inthe edition of Ahiman Rezon, published during 


And in a note itis § 


the last century, in speaking of the reception of men ° 
¢ of rank and science into the Institution, the rule is 
2 stated, that they are equally subjected to all the char- + 
ges and regulations ; and must be goverened by the } 


» general rule. 2 
*“No Lodge shall make more than five new Breth- >. 
Nor shall ° 


any be made, or admitted a member of a lodge, with- 
out being proposed one month, &c. Apprentices, 


when expert in the business of their apprenticeship, ° 


shall be admitted, upon further iMbrovement, as Fel- 


low-Crafts, and in due time, be raised to-the sublime ; 


degree of Master Masons, capable themselves to un- 
dertake their -Lord’s work, 


animated with the pros- ‘ 


pect of passing in future through the higher honors of 3 
2 


Masonry.” 


It is entirely clear and plain that our Brethren in 
England do think, and in earlier times havé thought, 
that this provision is in conformity both to an- 
cient usage, and the spirit ofthe work. And your 
committee are of the same opinion. 

The Order in question was adopted in the Grand 
lodge, at the quarterly commmunication in June, 1843, 
having stood the requisite time for consideration of the 
lodge. But in the publication of the Constitutions of 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, subsequently 
made, it was by accident, ommitted. 

It is now a standing law, and in the opinion of the 
committee it is a wise provision; and one that is in 
strict accordance with the ancient rules, orders and 
usages, as it is with the spirit of the work. 

They therefore recommend, that the Orper in ques- 
tion be adopted as a Constitutional Rule, and that it 
be printed as the. fourteenth rule of the ‘‘ Miscellane- 
ous Regulations ;” that it be pasted into all the books 
of the Constitutions which have not been distributed, 
and sent for the same purpose to the lodges which 


have already received the work. 
. 
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All of which is respectfully presented by 
AvuGustus PEABopy, 
Joun ApBpor, 
Tuomas ToLman, 
Tuomas Power, 
Joun Hews. 

Boston, May 17, 1844.” 

We shall continue our report on the transactions of 


the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts as early as possi- 
ble. 


Committee. 


PDD LILIIELI LOL 2 OOOO om" 


SPAIN. 


By a referetice to page 20, our readers will be re- 
minded of a rescue from execution, through the frater- 
nal clemency, of a Brother named Eugene Marie La- 
gratia, in Hayti ; and of his arrival in New York, his 
transportation to London, and his subsequent embar- 
kation for his native place, Barcelona in Spain. That 
account was extracted from the (London) Free Ma- 
son’s Quarterly Review. It appears that he has not 
met with a maternal reception at his birth place, 
owing to two causes :—his flight from the revolution- 
ary Island of San Domingo, half of which once be- 
longed to Spain; and his having with him his mason- 
ic credentials. The following letter has been recent. 
ly received in New York ; how it got there nobody 
knows. 

At the Prison of Barcelona, 12 Aug. 1844. 
Sir :— 

Very respectfully I write to you this third letter, to 
inform myself of the state of your dear health. As to 
myself, I am in the last state of misery;a prisoner ina 
dungeon, since my arrival in Barcelona, for having 
come away from St. Domingo, and having found upon 
me my Masonic papers. They wish to condemn me 
todeath! Ha! If I had known all this,I would sooner 
have remained and died under the American flag, which 
has much protected_me ; but I hope the great Jeho- 
vah will forever protect my honorable Brothers of 
Boston and New York, for the humanity and charity 
which they showed to me, I pray to God for 
strength and courage to sustain the terrible sentence 
they have passed on a poor unfortunate like myself, 
without having committed any crime ; only for having 
found my Masonic documents. I am placed in an ob- 
scure dungeon, left to the clemency of God, and I pray 
you make known to the Lodge that I am condemned 
to death at Barcelona. I have the honor of 

Saluting you respectfully, 
[Signed] EvGcene Marie LaGratia, 
R. A. — R. ><. 18 me. 
To Mr. William ‘tas 
New York. 

Weare informed that previous to Brother Lagra- 
tia’s departure from New York, hé was advised and 
cautioned, not to carry into Spain any Masonic docu- 
ments. His danger was foreseen, and he was informed 
of it, but the fraternal warning, it seems, was not re 
garded. Itis, however, hoped, by those who have 
some knowledge of the present state of Spanish affairs, 
that Lagratia will not be put to death at Barcelona ; 
and measures have been taken, to interpose the most 
effectual means of saving and liberating him if possi- 
ble. We have a power and influence, which when 
properly directed in the cause of humanity, can reach 
‘to the dungeon of the captive in the benighted regions 
of the earth, and we know that it has not been, and 

will not be neglected in this case. Our only fear is, 
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ed in Cuba and in Florida, but immediately upon the 
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that the information of the Brother’s danger has been. 
delayed too long. 


There is a bitter enmity against our Institution in 
all countries where there is a hatred of civil or re- 
ligious liberty. The free and enlightening spirit of 
Masonry has been, and must be, a source of fear 
and dread to the tyrant and the bigot. As in those 
early days of our orfer, when the fraternity in the 
practice of their profession as Architects,were obliged 
to travel and sojourn in pagan lands, and to practice 
their sacred mysteries in secret places, so at the pre- 
sent time the most profound secrecy is necessary even 
in some lands called christian, as Austria, Spain, 
Portugal and Italy. In those countries Masonry is 
proscribed ; and wherever the power of the Pope is 
supreme over the actions and consciences of men, there 
has our Institution to struggle against secret as wellas 
open and avowed enemies. It is but a few weeks 
since that a Mason was refused christian burial in the 
city of New York, for his adhesion to his Masonic 
duties, and by the communications received by the 
Grand Lodge of this State from Germany and Swit- 
zerland, some of which have been published in the 
last two years, itis known that the influence of the 
church of Rome is directed against us in those coun- 
tries. Some years since there was a Grand Lodge es- 
tablished at Havana. Several Lodges were establish- 


overthrow of Napoleon, and the restoration of the 
Bourbons and papal influence, the Inquisition was re- 
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established in Spain, and the Masonic Lodges of the ; 


Empire were suppressed. At that time there was a 
Lodge at St. Augustine, the members of which having 
made no secret of their profession, were required to 
stop their proceedings and surrender their property 
and papers to the civil authorities. In the house 
where the Lodge was held, boarded a Scotch lady by 
the name of Mary Leslie, whose husband, a merchant 
and a zealous mason, was temporarily absent, when 
the order arrived to seize all the Masonic regalia and 
papers. As she had charge of all that belonged to her 
husband, she @xpressed her determintation to surren. 
der nothing that was his; and being a woman of 
spirit, she offered to protect the valuable property of 
the Lodge that could be putin a small chest ; which 
was accordingly conveyed to her apartment. After 
midnight, when all were asleep but herself, she re- 
moved this chest, and her husband’s regalia, jewels 
and books to the cellar, and with a spade dug a deep 
hole and burried them ; smoothed the ground, and re- 
placed every thing as before. The nextday the house 
was searched, but nothing found. In the course of the 
day the priest called upon Mrs. Leslie, and in a friend- 
ly way advised her to give up her husband’s Masonic 
property, which he told her, was well known to be in 
her posession. She told him that whatever was left 
in her care by her husband, it was her duty to pro- 
tect, and she would surrender nothing. ‘‘ Daughter,” 
said the priest, ‘‘ we wish to save you from trouble, 
but if you remain obstinate, you cannot be saved from 
the penalty of disobedience to the orders of the gov- 
ernment.” ‘‘ Father!” she replied, ‘‘I am a British 
subject, my husband is a British subject, and if any 


insult or injury is offered to me, he has an influepce at 


Renew [PP ee 








- 


AA AAAAAAAR A AAAS AASRASARAAAAAAAAASAAASAA AAR SARA ASRAAAAAAAR SABA REARS N484 000444454 4444444404 444 AAAAAASASSAASALAAASACAAA 


“3 


> submitted to his supervision. 
our regard for you as one of our Institution—one of 
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home, and the British government will know how to 
avenge us.” ‘ But, Daughter,” said her visitor, ‘‘we 
have nothing to do with the British government in this 
case ; we must obey the orders of the Spanish govern- 
ment, and cannot be deterred by any considerations of 
difficulties which will hereafter have to be settled be- 
tween the two governments. You cannot be saved 
from imprisonment, if you persist in concealing the 
property of a Freemason.” ‘‘ I bave taken my deter- 
mination Father,” Mrs. Leslie replied, ‘‘ and will 
abide the consequences.” . 

This conversation was followed by a polite note 
from the governor, requesting Mrs. Leslie’s attend- 
ance at the palace. She waited on the governor, who 
who again urged her submission in the kindest terms 
of personal friendship, and assured her he dared not 
save her, but must place her in confinement, if she 
would not give up the property demanded. 

As might be anticipated, her determination was im- 
movable ; and she was ordered to be confined as a 
close prisoner in her own room, and be supplied only 
with bread and a pint of water per diem. There she 
remained a month, when General Jackson set her free, 
by making all alike prisoners. On the return of Br. 
Leslie, he and his wife embarked for Bermuda, but 
before they had been at sea many hours, their vessel 
was captured by an American Cruiser, and they were 
landed as prisoners on Sullivan’s Island. 

Brother Leslie was made a Royal Arch Mason in 
Temple Chapter, at Albany, while travelling through 
this State. He died about 1821. His widow has re- 
sided some time at Newport, R. I. but lately passed 
through New York, on her way to Havana, in search 
of property left there by her husband. 


os RODE L LL. 


MASONIC OBEDIENCE. 


BY JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, G. MASTER OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Having listened with gratification to the repost by 
the Grand Secretary upon the record of your proceed- 
ings, I commend to you bis suggestions, touching 
slight alterations, and most heartily congratulate you 
upon the commendations which he is enabled to bes- 
tow upon the general correctness of all that has been 
Our self respect and 


our care—forbid that we should pass unnoticed a sin- 
gle omission or an inadmissible variation; our pride 


; and our affection are, however, more gratified by the 


opportunity afforded us of general commendation, 
and of including you with the other Lodges of our visi- 
tation in our approval. I felicitate you, therefore, on 
the favorable report, and thank you for your labours 
and care to preserve the order and properties of the 
Lodge. ; 

In the course of my visitations, I have addressed 
the Brethren upon important duties which are incum- 
bent upon them as Masons; and though these ad- 
dresses were ostensibly to a single Lodge, as the visi- 
tation was intended, yet we cannot overlook the fact, 
creditable to devotion of the craft, and most gratifying 
to the Grand Master, that the Hall has been crowded 
with visiting Brethren, who have thus been addressed 
generally, and the discourses have consequently been 
marked with more variety than would have been ne- 
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cessary had only the members of a particular Lodge 
been present at the visitation. Assuming, then, that 
most of my former addresses are familiar to a majori- 
ty of the Brethren present, I shall omit some remarks 
upon the general duties of the craft, and for a few 
minutes only consider the special duty of obedience, 
which I have frequently mentioned as incumbent upon 
every Mason. I am aware my Brethren, that the 
term bears along with it something rather grating upon 
the ear. Obedience seems the duty of slaves, and not 
the obligation of freemen and Freemasons ; and there 
has sprung up a species of nervous irritability, with 
regard to the quality of obedience, which renders men 
restive when an attempt is made to enforce—not the 
act, but the propriety thereof. 

Brethren: Masonry is the offspring of other times 
and other institutions, and she changes neither her 
eustoms nor her vocabulary to suit the ever-varying 
taste of the multitude, or the caprice of popular as- 
semblage. She connects herself with no form of po- 
litical government, and opposes none—her existence is 
separate and distinct. She finds the constituents of 
her body in almost every form and condition which 
society, civilized or savage, presents; and with little 
regard to their positive or relative position in that so- 
ciety, she appropriates them to her own use, and 
moulds them by her unceasing customs to promote 
her advantage and their own pleasures. She tolerates 
no changes to suit the taste and conveniences of her 
children ; and, least of all, does she modify her voca- 
bulary to accommodate it to the sensitiveness of the 
fastidious. 

Whatever may be the title of the presiding officer 
of a Lodge, whether Worshipful or Venerable, he is 
and of necessity must be, the Master ; the cold sim- 
plieity of that term aptly expresses the duties of the 
station and its rights, and that man must be ashamed 
of his office of Master, who does not find in it the 
faculty of ruling, which is the perfect right to demand 
obedience. You will distinguish between the office of 
the presiding officer and the title of the workmen of 
the third degree, which is that of Master Mason.— 
The later denotes a Mastership over work ; the for- 
mer the Mastership over men. The latter the faculty 
to perform labor ; the former that of directing labor- 
ers. The one moulding the sluggish material of stone 
or marble to his will ; the other of directing"the living 
masses by the unwritten rules of the order. 

You will say, perhaps, that conformity to the rules 
of the craftis all the obedience required. Undoubted- 
ly it is, my Brethren : but one of these rules is obedi- 
ence to the Master ; and, therefore, we come back to 
the position which I assumed when I undertook to 
speak upon the necessity of obedience. 

The will of the Master is supposed to be always 
correct, and always in conformity with the Ahiman 
Rezin, and the greater landmarks. When, therefore, 
I talk of obedience, I really mean a conformity to 
rules ; but I mean, also, a closer conformity than ob- 
tains abroad in the world, a stricter adherence to the 
letter and spirit as they are made known from the 
chair ; and I mean still more than this, not only ac- 
quiescence, but cheerful, willing conformity. The 
Master of the Lodge loses none of his powers by the 
various rules that are from time to time adopted, be- 
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cause those rules only strengthen or define, and he be- 
comes the abstract, the embodyment of that unwrit- 
ten code—or of those obvious printed statutes by which 
Masons are governed. 

What we are to understand by obedience, then, 1s 
the giving up of personal predilections to the decision 
of the chair, and as prompt an action upon that deci- 
sion against you as tf it had been in your favour.— 
You are to consider the presiding officer as fully em- 
powered to dispose of you in the labors of the Lodge ; 
to devolve duties on you of any Masonic kind, not in- 
consistent with your rank ; as possessing the Master- 
ship so far as to say to one go, and he goeth, and to 
another come, and he comett, and another do this, 
and he doeth it: and the conformity which you mani- 
fest to all this, constitutes a portion of Masonic obe- 
dience. 

One other ingredient is the decision of the Master 
on the customs and the usages of the craft: in the ab- 
sence of a higher officer he must preside, and his opin- 
ion must be binding for the time. You may form 
plans and propose objects for individual honor or 
general benefit, but their conformity to Masonic 
usage,and consequently their adaptation to the purpo- 
ses of the craft, at least the lawfulness of their adop- 
tion, must rest with the Master. Doubts may be en- 
tertained, and they may be suggested to the higher tri- 
bunal, but they must be proposed with respect, and 
carried up with general concurrence—at least that con- 
currence should be solicited. Without this spirit of 
subordination growing into a habit of obedience, you 
cannot hope for perfect harmony in your proceedings ; 
with it, you not only ensure harmony of action, but 
you ensure also accuracy of decision. 

The Master is not to be out-done in courtesy, and he 


¢ will not rest content with a submission founded on res- 
‘ pect for his station, and its right to the decision: the 
¢ spirit that induces prompt and cordial acquiescence 
‘ to his decision will beget or renewin him a_ willing- 
, ness to submit that decision to the censure of the Gr. 


‘ Master. 


He is unworthy of his place if he refuses to 


decide according to his opinions, whatever may be the 
; earnestness of the appealing parties ; and he would be 
« doubly undeserving if he would not cheerfully yield his 


‘ Opinion to the decision of the higher tribunal. 


courtesy, kindness, and fraternal respect, are recipro- 


‘ cal, and will reward both parties while it promotes 
» the good of the order. 


‘ plain and which you illustrate, is less a.formal or 
. stoled submission to precept; less a yielding up of ° 
: right or desire to a superior officer than the fusion 
‘ of inclination and interest ; the union of personal gra- 


. sider the institution superior to the individual, and to 


have an interest in the institution, to ensure all that 


° we understand by obedience. 


A part, and you will understand me when I say, a 


‘ Very considerable part, of Masonry is the preserva- 
* tion of perfect order, and this can of course, never be 
* looked for where one member has a personal interest 


‘ to promote aside from that order ; 


‘ what is required. 


tained when there is a backwardness to do or to suffer 


So that 
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ed to for the impulse, and every officer and every 
member must respond thereto in just the proportion 
that belongs to his position, with no retardation from 
indifference, no acceleration from excess of zeal.— 
Every movement must be as orderly as that of com- 
plicated machinery, and the perfection and utility of 
that movement will be destroyed by an individual ef. 
fort. The inquiry can never be tolerated, whether 
the change of position would not be beneficial? nay, 
among good Masons it cannot exist. The imperfec- 
tion of movements is quite as often caused by the 
aberration of the better qualified as by the sluggishness 
of the deficient. Confidence in results, devotion to 
the order, forgetfulness of self,-will ensure that kind 
of action or passion which is true obedience, which 
constitutes one of the most delightful features,and pro- 
duces one of the most beneficial results, of our order. 


Permit me to remark, my Brethren, that if Masonry 


was as unproductive of actual good as it is sometimes >} 


declared by its ignorant opponents; if there was no 
charity exercised, no alms dispensed ; if the poor 
were not made to bless us ; if the wanderer and the 
stranger were not guided by our light, and the feel. 
ings of the worldly man not meliorated by our inter- 
course , if we did not here learn to know and love each 
other ; if all these things and many other positive and 
valuable results were taken from us, and were left 
without such fruits for our labors, with blessings upon 
oyr charites, and without the consciousness of warm- 
ing the chilling affections of our kind, still our institu- 
tion would be valuable, as possessing within itself the 
means of presenting an example of order and perfect 
discipline, such as no institution on earth has yet 
shown ; a pattern for those who doubt our utility, a 
reproach to those who sneer at ourmorals. While the 
wheels of other machines clog in their rotation, and 
produce disorder by their derangement, those of our 
institution move forward and round with the quiet of 
the celestia! bodies, and, like them, impart light and 
heat in their motion. 


All that you have seen, my Brethren, of beauty in 
our order, has resulted from this spirit of obedience-~ 
this aggregation of feelings and motives ; and the glo- 


> rious resuscitation ofthe craft, or rather the restora- 


tion to prosperity and strength, springs from the quiet 


; passiveness of the elder members in times of difficulty, 
° and their refusal to give up that association which 


The obedience, my Brethren, to which I urge you, ¢ merge them in the mass of the order, even though con- 


; ; : would have given them individual consequence in 
or rather Jet me say, the obedience which I would ex- : ayy Wow Sere oe eq 


§ the world. 


Follow their example; court no opposi- 
tion ; roa no hostility ; invite no aggression ; live 
ever in strict obedience to the laws of the land. Ma. 


‘ sonry enjoins that upon you; but stand firm to your 


er hentor : hat - rights as men and citizens, which are involved in your 
tification with the love of the order ; it is only to con- § — : : y 


rights as Masons; by courtesy secure the good opin- 
ion of mankind to yourself and to the order ; but re- 


» member, that in the hour of peril and danger, when 
¢ political preferment awaits desertion, or political os- 
 tracism, nay, even the physical sufferings, are conse- 


$ 


The presiding officer must be look- ? 


quent on fidelity, then, my Brethren, remember adhe- 
rence to the order is your duty as Masons, and the as- 


: est » sertion of your rights as such isa vindication of the 
it cannot be main- ° rights of man. 


Your obedience, like all true obedience that springs 
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from the will, mast exhibit itself at all oon ona he 
as manifest to sustain what appears to be the spirit of 
the institution, as to conform toa postive and promul- 
gated decision. The love that you bear the craft will 
be exhibited, of course, in every act that can promote 
its particular objects, and this as much by bearing as 
doing ; and you will seek to displayjthe excellence of 
the institution, by showing that it creates and keeps 
alike a proper respect among the membgrs. You will 
keep bright the lights of the order,that they may shine 
upon the darkness of man, and be a lamp to the paths 
of the wayfaring of the craft ; you will keep alive the 
principle of charity, that the miserable may have re- 
fuge ; and you will sacrifice all selfish feelings, all un- 
kindness, all malice, that brotherly love may abound. 
And thus, while you carry out the object of the so- 
ciety, you willsecure to yourselves the admiration and 
gratitude of its members and your obedience will be 
so productive of good to the order, and of good feeling 
to yourselves, that you will bless the institution that 
bound you to obey such rules, and, filled with joy at 
the result, you will confess that, ‘‘ in keeping its com- 
mandments there is great delight.” 

Brethren :—This evening’s ceremonies.close the la- 
bors of visitation to the Lodges in this city, during my 
Grand Mastership. The independence of the office 
which I hold, frees me from any obligation of reports 
to the Grand Lodge upon the results of my labors, and 
the situation of the Lodges submitted to my care. You 
will make returns to the Grand Lodge of the state, éf 
your ranks, your numbers, your increase or diminu- 
tion, and your dealings with your members, if those 
dealings are to such an extent as to concern the mem- 
bers of other Lodges. 

But it has been for me to investigate your records, 
and to inquire whether in these dealings you have con- 
formed to the great rules of the craft, and departed 
from no usage established among Masons for the peace, 
order, and well-being of the initiated. Investigations 
for this purpose have been carried on, and remarks 
made from time to time upon the report of the examin- 
ing officers, and this evening your own proceedings 
have been made the subject of remark. I trust that 
advantage to the Lodge and to the Brethren, will re- 
sult from these investigations and corrections, and that 
this evening will be looked back upon by you all as 
one worthy of remembrance, from errors corrected and 
good resolutions made. 

But, Brethren, how shall the Grand Master regard 
all these labors of love? 

Not without some sacrifice of time, and some devo- 
tion of talents that might have been o ise em- 
ployed usefully and profitably to himself, have all 
these visitations been prepared for and made. Not 
without an abstraction from prescribed labors, or so- 
cial or domestic enjoyment, has he endeavored to dis- 
charge these duties ;—and what are his returns ? 

Some of you may reply, the honor of holding the 
position of Grand Master of the Masons of Pennsylva- 
nia is in itself a reward for the sacrifice of any time 
or wealth which the discharge of prescribed duties 
may require. Brethren, the Grand Mastership of this 
jurisdiction has no charm for me, if it brought nothing 
but the title and the right of presiding over the deliber- 
ations of the Grand Lodge. 
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ry out no views of beneficial tendency, to distinguish 
my high official relations with the order by no action 
of usefulness. I should hold, indeed, a barren sceptre 
in my grasp, andthe collar of my official station 
would become a badge of slavery toa morbid vanity 
if, being first among those whose benefit I could not 
propose to promote—if standing over men, upon whom 
I could confer no advantage. I trust there are none 


> here who think at my age I could accept office on such 
} conditions, or devote my time upon such terms. 


Brethren, the Grand Masterhip of Masons has 
charms for every man who has a taste for the labors 
and associations of our order, and talents to hold the 
gavel wielded bya Milnor, a Steel, a Badger, anda 
Kittera, a Dallas, a Reed, or a Perkins, and others 
whose talents and devotion have served the craft ; and 
I took the office witha knowledge of its labors, its re- 
sponsibilities and demands, and all its imposition of 
toil, with a full sense of the honors it would confer 
upon me, if, after such distinguished Masons as I have 
named, I should be able to confer a single advantage 
on the craft, and connect my name favorably with the 
recollections of the Brethren, and the records of the 
Lodge. 

Therein, my Brethren, lies the honor of my posi- 
tion, and there too, is found my high reward. 


In the solemn determination to earn these rewards, 


‘and to achieve these honors, have I presented myself, 


in Grand Visitation, to the subordinate Lodges, and 
sought, by earnest appeals, to stir the Brethren up to 
newness of zeal for the labors and pleasures of our 
order ; to awaken in them a sense of the vast capa- 
cities of Freemasonry ; to promote the moral growth 
of it members, and to minister to that pure feeling of 
affection, that ‘‘ makes man mild and sociable with 
man.” I trust that by precept, and by the examples I 
have quoted to illustrate my position, I have not been 
without some success ; nay, not only have I been able 
to elevate your estimate of Masonic morals and Ma- 
sonic affections, but, I trust, that, in some instances, I 
have induced Brethren to adopt those standards, and 


$ to distinguish, even in moments of unpleasant excite- 


ment, the claims of a Mason upon his forbearance and 
his kind regard. 

These, Brethren, are the jewels of office which I 
have coveted; these the harvest to crownall my labors, 
and with these, how cherished is every other honor of 
my office—how gratifying every labor to which I am 
called! The time that I have spent for Masonry is 
richly redeemed by all the recollections of my associa- 
tions ; the sacrifice of objects dear toa literary anda 
business man has been to me a delightful offering, 
since it has proved acceptable and profitable to my 
Brethren, and in that respect ministered to my own 
honor : and, when I shall lay down the emblems of my 
present authority? and stand among the Brethren with- 
out a single attribute of power—unjewelled—uncollar- 
ed—unovered—the consciousness that I have minister- 
ed in any degree to the good of the order, and promo- 
ted kindly feelings among the Brethren, will give a 
warmth to my heart, that shall supply the place of all 
outward symbols, and that warmth will be increased 


I discover no honors to ° toa blaze of zeal, if to my own consciousness of hav- 
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ing tried to do good, there should be added the ac- 
knowledgements of a single Brother that my endeav- 
odts had been successful to his own case. 

Brethren of No. 187, and Brethren generally :—This 
visitation now draws toa elose, and I stand among 
you all, for the last time in this character. Not again 
will it be my privilege to warn you officially of the 
duties that appertain to your position as Masons, and 
to urge upon you a faithful discharge of all of them. 
Not again will it be’*my duty to derive instruction from 
the history of the craft, and enforce upon you the les- 
sons of charity, by examples of its good effects upon 
Brethren of the order. Let me, then, use the occa- 
sion to urge them anew upon you; for wherever I 
may be placed, or whatever may be my official rela- 
tion wtth you, the great business of our order will 
proceeed—the great duties of the craft will be the 
same, and the relations of you allremain unimpaired ; 
and he who truly loves the good of Masonry will re- 
joice to see it promoted under the direction of others 
as much as under his own ; he will be glad to aid in 
giving efficacy to the labors of his successors as much 
as he was pleased that his position was made more 
dignified by the exertions of his predecessors. It is 
only the sun of the Grand Master that goes down— 
the great light in the firmament of Masonry moves for- 
ward without diminution,independent of individual suc” 
cess or personal] presence ; and while the-subordinate 
Lodges maintain themselves with zeal and knowlege, 
while they give example of Masonic usefulness by the 
excellence of their work, by the prevalence of their 
charity, and by the order and propriety of their meet- 
ings, they will do the great portion of what is neces- 
sary to sustain the prominence of the order, and cast 


abroad the brilliant light which was once the glory of 


the craft. 

Let me call your attention to what has occasionally 
Occupied my mind while reflecting upon circumstances 
which tend to promote or retard the growth of Ma. 
sonry. The advantages of your immediate connection 
with the Grand Lodge are very great. You enjoy her 
immediate supervision, and are honored by a direct 
and numerous representation in her body; you can 


readily carry up, for her decisions, questions of doubt $ 


on work, on policy, on eustoms, and landmarks, and 
you have at once the decision of the Grand Master ; 
or, if it is a question between yourselves and a sister 
Lodge that needs the decision of the parent power, 


you can be present at the deliberation, defend your 
own cause, and understand all the reasons for the de. ‘ 
You 3 
have these advantages, and all those which result $ ; 
$ gentle words, when no wealth could have mitigated a 


cisions which the Grand Lodge may pronounce. 


from frequent intercourse and an observation of the 
work of others. 

But this immediate presence of the Grand Lodge is 
liable to lead to one unprofitable result. 
danger that the greater concerns of the superior body 
will draw away the attention of the active Brethren 
from their immediate Lodge, in order that they may 
share in those of the Grand Lodge The sense ot ac- 
tive engagements in the representative body, may tend 
to beget inertness in the constituent associations.— 
From this danger the country Lodges are free ; nor do 
I mean to say that all or any of the city Lodges really 
suffer from the operation of such influence. 
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Reading Lodge, No. 62, that only appears in the 
Grand Lodge by her proxy, flourishes equal to any 
other Lodge. The attention of her members are cen- 
tred upon their Lodge ; the knowledge of work which 
each obtains is brought to the common centre, ‘and 
composed a common stock ; in work no Lodge is its 
superior—in numbers it has few equals in this Juris+ 
diction. : 

It is true, that this remark ought to apply to every 
Lodge beyond the city, if mere absence from the im- 
mediate influence of the Grand Lodge was the only 
cause: itis not, of course. Circumstances obvious 
to you, my Brethren, and to me, but which I may not 
in this place mention, tended tolift the Reading Lodge 
above the influences which were so disastrous to most 
other country Lodges. The wave which swept with 


> such destructive force over almost every region of our 


fair state, did not reach the mountain heights of Berks; 
and when the zeal and Masonic knowledge of their 
officers raised the Brethren to their duties, there were 
no prejudices to overcome, no fears to quiet, no po- 
litical attachments to be released ; every man put 
his shoulder to the work : and the Brethren of the 
ancient temple exceeded those of Reading only in 
number. 

It is not, my Brethren, with the view of drawing 
individual comparisons that I refer to these things. I 
mention that flourishing Lodge only with a view of 
showing you that the same prosperity may be attained 
by all—not in its numbers, perhaps—but in its gene- 
ral success ; in the attachments of its members to the 
Lodge, and in the anxiety of each one to promote the 


> growth of his particular number, and to increase its 


respectability. 
To this end, my respected Brethren, I renew to you 
my solicitations that you will rekindle in your bosoms 


> the first love which you felt for the order, and that 


you will renew your efforts in favour of the craft, so 


> that each Lodge shall feel again the reviving influen- 
> ces of their members, constant attention,and the know- 


lege of work and of rules be increased to the glory of 
the institution, and the honor of the Brethren, 

The good work of charity and brotherly love must 
be kept up, the wants of the suffering must be sup- 
pled, and the afflictions of the Brethren must be miti- 


? gated ; and when the means of pecuniary aid are not 


to be commanded, at least the sympathy of a Brother 
may be expressed. This should not be lost sight of 
by Masons. A word of kindness is often of more real 
benefit than alms coldly bestowed, and the wanderer 
and the sufferer may find his feelings assuaged by 


pang. Notall have money to bestow, but all may ex- 


> hibit kindnes of feelings and a deep interest; and when 
There is § 


there is an inability to impart pecuniary assistance, 


» the sympathising Brother may offer to the afflicted one 


what is in his power to give, and adopting the lan- 


» guage of the Apostle, may say, ‘‘ Gold and silver have 


I none, but such as I have, give I unto thee.” 
Brethren :—I have to thank you for the marked at- 
tention which you have given to the course of visita- 
tions which I have made; for the respect which you 
have shown, and which I have every where received 
as the Grand Master; and though I cannot hope toa 
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have effected much good by my visitations, I ought to 


producing, some advantages to the order, I have been 
so fortunate as to avoid offence toany. Very pleas. 
ant to me, my Brethren, and to those Grand Officers 
who have done me the honor to accompany me, have 
been these communinns which we have enjoyed.— 
It has been a source of gratification to me to see, in 
the number of those who attend, men whose good 
opinion it is desirable at all times to enjoy : and I 
covet their good opinion, because, bursting through 
the rough exterior of some, I see the light of polishéd 
feelings, the truth of -honest affection, the devotion 
of Masonic attachment, just as through the chinks and 
cranies of a decaying wall we see the light of the do- 
mestic hearth blaze up cheerful and inviting—illumina- 
ting and beautifying the rugged external. 

There is a charm in all this, my Brethren, which all 
can enjoy in some degree, but none so fully as he who 
having nothing further of office to seek at the hands of 
the craft, looks to every indication among the Breth- 
ren for that which shall tend to cement the Order, en- 
large its means of usefulness, and give attraction to 
Masonic association. And what can do that so effect- 
ually as the cheerful countenance, the constant eviden- 
ces of brotherly feeling, and the proof of enjoyment of 
Masonic privileges. 

I linger, Brethren, in this address, because it is the 
last. I shallnever again tax your patience in this 
form ; never again hold the right to admonish you of 
duties, and to direct you in their discharge. Let me, 
then, most earnestly an‘ affectionately, press upon you 
a due consideration of what I have proposed as Ma- 
sonic duties ; and allow me to urge you to continued 
zeal in labor, and earnestness in the acquisition of 
Masonic knowledge. 


Bear constantly in mind your fealty to the Grand 


Lodge. Upon the respect which that venerable body 
receives, depends her ability for usefulness; use all 
your privileges of representation in her assemblies, 
that you may minister to your benefits, and enjoy the 
advantages to be derived from discussions and deci- 
sions within her halls. 


Let every Mason act as if he considered that the 
credit of the craft, in some measure, depended upon 
his conduct and character in the Lodge and in the 
world. To every virtuous Brother, Masonry owes an 
obligation ; she leans on such; they sustain her by 
their strength of character, and give assurances of 
her perpetuity by the immortality of virtue. 

You and I, Brethren, shall slumber in the earth, 
when the consequences ‘of our deportment as Masons 
shall be felt by our order—and that should encourage 
us. Is Masonry more thriving here than in some 
other cities? Then Masons should be more virtuous : 
and let us all resolve, that if the success of the insti- 
tution depends upon the virtue, the fellowship and 
kind feelings of the members, that in our day, at least 
it shall continue to flourish. 


Brethren :—I cannot better close the visitations in 
this district, than by a renewal of my ardent wishes 
for the good of the craft, and in the utterance of an 
earnest desire, in which the Grand Officers join me, 
that Heayen wil! pour down upon this Lodge, and 
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3 upon Masons generally of our jurisdiction, its choicest 
be satisfied if I know that in attempting, and indeed in ; 


blessings ; and that, here and hereafter, we may find 
that it is good for us to have been associated as Breth- 
ren. 


MASONIC ELECTIONS. 
Orricers of Temple Encampment, No. 3, held in 
the city of Albany ; elected March 21, 1845. 
Sir John M. Garfield, Grand Commander, 
Jesse P. Mitchell, Generalissimo, 
L. G. Hoffman, Captain General, 
John 1. Goewey, Prelate, 
John O. Cole, Sen. Warden, 
Richard Parr, Jun. Warden, 
Augustus Wilder, Standard Bearer, 
Abel Whipple, Sword Bearer, 
Peter G. Sharp, Warder, 
Abraham Sickles, Sentinel. 


rr 


Officers of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, for the 
year 1845, 
M. W. William H. Earl, of Newark, Grand Master, 
Rt.W. Ira Merchant, Newark, Dep. G. M. 
John P. Lewis, Eatontown, Sen. G. W. 
Allen Osborne, Camptown, Jun. G. W. 
Joseph H. Hough, Trenton, G. Secretary, 
Staats S. Morris, Newport, Dep. G. Secretary, 
Elias Phillips, Trenton, G. Treasurer, 
W. Rev. Jonathan Brooks, Bridgeton, G. C. 
Samuel Scattergood, Trenton, 8. G. D. 
David 8. Anderson, Trenton, J. G. D. 
Samuel Raby, Trenton, G. Marshal. 
Edward Stewart, Newark, G. Steward, 
Bro. Sylvester Van Sickell, Trenton, G. Tyler. 
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PORTLAND. 

Ar the Annual meeting of Ancient Land Mark 
Lodge, holden on the evening of the 4th instant, the 
following members were elected for the year ensuing, 
viz -— 

R. W. Daniel Winslow, Master, 

W. Charles Forbes, Senior Warden, 
W. William Allen, Junior Warden, 
Henry H. Boody, Treasurer, 

Caleb Chase, Secretary, 

Charles F. Safford, Senicr Deacon, 
Artemas Carter, Jr. Junior Deacon, 
John B. Coyle, Senior Steward, 
Henry J. Boynton, Junior Steward,” 
James F. Young, Sentinel, 

Stephen Swett, Tyler. 


Art the Annual meeting of the Portland Lodge of 
Free and Accepted Masons, held at Mason’s Hall, 
Wednesday Evening, November 13th, 1844, the fol- 
lowing Brethren were elected officers for the ensuing 
year :— 


R. W. Samuel Chase, Master. 

W. James McArthur, Senior Warden, 
W. Isaac Ingersoll, Jun. Warden, 
Freeman Bradford, Sen. Deacon, 
James R. Miliken, Jun. Deacon. 
Arthur Shirley, Treasurer, 

Elias M. Plimpton, Secretary, 
Edward Ingraham, Sen. Steward, 
Joshua F. Weeks, Jun. ‘‘ 

Isaac Davis, Tyler. 
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Ar the Annual Communication of the Grand Royal 


© Arch Chapter of Maine, in January last the following 


; E. Rev. J. H. Ingraham, Augusta, 


‘ Comp.Freeman Bradford, Portland, G. Marshal, 


¢ al from whom I received it, is now an old man, about 


¢ shipped as a /ad on board a vessel called the Rover, 


° the bay of Hondorus, from Kingston to the Island of 


: they were surprised, overpowered and captured, in 
* almost as short a time as it took him to relate the 
¢ same, by a French priveteer. 
> on board the Frenchman, and the vessel and crew 
plundered, and all hands made prisoners. 
¢ at this moment burst out in unusual splendor, and they 
* could observe all that was going on upon the quarter $ 
; deck ; and it appeared to him and the others, that the 
> privateers’ captain was questioning their captain as 


‘ time, they approached each other, made some signs, 
‘ and at last they were locked hand in hand. 
* well as the others, thought they had found in each 
§ other some long lost friend. 
; hours afterwards, every thing was returned that had 
‘ been taken, and the vessel delivered to the captain, 


: few hours before, now parted with the greatest appa- 
$ rant reluctance. 


* old gentleman whose name is Williams, jmmediately 


; and became a Mason the first opportunity afterwards, 
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Companions were elected, and duly installed into their ; 

respective offices :— 

M. E. James C. Churchill, Grand 9 Priest, 
Thomas S. Bowles, Bath, D. G. H. P. 
John P. Boyd, Portland, 'G. King, 
John C. Humphrey, Brunswick, G. Scribe, 
Oliver Gerrish, Portland, G. Treasurer, 
Arthur Shirley ee G. Secretary, 


C. Cummings, Westbrook, 
Wm. A. Drew, Augusta. 


G. Chaplains, 


Nelson Racklyft, Portland, 
Charles B. Smith, ‘“ 

Isaac Ingersoll, 
Stephen Swett, 
Isaac Davis, G. Sentinel. 


G. Stewards, 


se 


Exputsions.—George Patterson, of St. Alban’s 
Lodge, of Columbia, Mississippi, has been expell@f 
from the privileges of Masonry, 

Also, Thomas W. Rankhouse, of Perquimous Lodge, 
at Hartford, N. Carolina,—both for“ gross unmasonic 
conduct, and Masonic papers have been desired to 
publish. 
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-MASONIC ANECDOTE 


[An esteemed Brother, at the close of a letter, re- 3 
cently received from him, gives us the following anec- $ 
dote, which we think worthy of preservation.—Eb. ] 

‘*P. S. My dear Hoffinan—the following anecdote has 
been related to me, within a few days. The individu- 
61 or 62 years of age. He says in the year 18U5, he 
belonging to St. Johns, owned by Hugh Johnson, Esq. 
andcommanied by James Holley, and were bound to 


Jamaica. That one night about the middle watch, 


All hands were taken 


The moon 


to what his vessel had on board. When, after a short 
He, as 


At all events, a few 


and they whg had been the greatest enemies, but a 


They were~Brother Masons. This 


on hearing the true cause of this occurrence, resolved 
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and ouante 2s this with qeneney, as being the cause.” 
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A MAN oe will betray his friend, will betray his 
country. 


> me the flowers green again that are withered ; 
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Masonry 1N Wisconsin.—A friend in Madison 
writes, under date of Feb. 3 :— 
‘* We have a new Lodge established here, and it is 


’ very prospereus, many Masons being made here since 
: its organization, Masonry, be it good, or be it evil, is 
¢ advancing with rapid strides in this part of our land, 


and all classes of respectable people are crowding into 
the Lodges. The Grand Lodge of Wisconsin held its 
second Annual Session here last month. 1 
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A cmvenpendont requests our Pittsburgh corres- 
pondent to furnish us with the name of the lady, who 
was assisted as the widow of a brother who lost his 
life, in the city of New York, by falling from a build- 
ing. 


"-MASONRY—AN | EXTRACT. 


‘* Masonry teaches us to p practice charity, to protect 
chastity, to respect the ties of blood and friendship, 
and to adopt the principles and to reverence the 
the sacraments of religion, Its commands, are, in the 
still small voice of reason, fearlessly to face the 
proud in defence of the humble ; kindly assist the fee- 
ble ; guide the blind ; feed the hungry ; clothe the na- 
ked ; raise up the trodden down ; bea father to the 
orphan ; guard the altar; protect the government ;— 
encourage wisdom ; love man; adore God; implore 
his mercy and hope for happiness and immortality — 
These are the commandments of Masonry. Thus far 
we can speak ; but, for those who are not yet satis- 
fied, and wish to know more, without passing through 


> the guarded gates of knowledge, our address to them 


must be the same that was made of old to the prophet 
Esdras, ‘ Namber me the things that are not yet come; 
gather me together the drops that are scattered ; make 
open 
me the places that are closed, and bring me forth the 
winds, that in them are shut up ; show me the image 
of a voice, and then I will dclaree the thing thou la. 
borest to know.” 


WOMAN. 


To the honor, to the eternal honor of the sex, be 
it stated, that on the part of duty no sacrifice is to 
them tco high or too dear. Nothing is with them im- 
p ssible, butto shrink from love, honor, innocence, 
and religion. The voice of pleasure or of power may 
pass by unheeded ; but the voice of affliction—never. 
The chamber of the sick—the pillowing of the dying 
—the vigils of the dead—the altars of religion, never 
missed the presence or the sympathies of kind woman, 
Timid though she be, and so delicate that the winds 
of heaven may not too roughly visit her, on such oc. 
casions she loses all sense of danger, and assumes a 
preternatural courage, which knows not and fears not 
consequences. Then she displays that undaunted 
spirit which neither courts difficulties nor evades them, 
that resignation which utters neither murmurs nor re- 
gret ; and that patience in suffering which seems vic- 
torious over death. 





THE glitter of false wit, like the shine of false jew- 
els, serves at once to show the vanity and poverty of 
the possessor. 
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For the American Masonic Register. 


LINES, TO MISS B*****, 


I’ve stood amid a beauteous throng, 
Where innocence and joy, 
Illumed fair faces, that pale care 
Had touched not, to destroy. 
There I have marked the sparkling eye, 
In joyous youth bright beaming ; 
Have listened to the silvery tone, 
From ruby lips fast streaming. 
Il. 
Thou wert not there ;—on me the scene 
No pleasure could bestow ; 
No eyes like thine, no face so fair, 
Pare as the Alpine snow. 
Though red the lips. that murmured sounds 
Of joy, of mirth, and pleasure,— 
Still, dearest, they were not like thine— 
Those words I could not treasure. 
$28. 


Yet, ‘tis not these too transient charms, 
That I so dearly prize ; 

The blast of time, o’er beauty sweeps, 
And see! it droops, it dies. 

Disease, with long, and ghastly train 
Of sickly ills attended, 

May come, may banquet on those charms, 
That ere life’s close are ended. 

Iv. 

No, ’tis for that effulgent charm, 
The beauty of the mind, 

That sweetly blooms, when others fade 
’Neath Time’s cold, blighting wind. 

This ever round thy beaming face, 
In lightsome smiles is playing ; 

Thy every action, word and thought, 
In colors bright arraying! 

Aupany, Jan, 25, 1845. 
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CULTIVATED TASTE WITHOUT PIETY. 


There is a man of cultivated taste and refined feel- 
ing. His soul is full of poetry, and his feelings alive 
to every charm that is earthly. Hecan look out on 
the face of the evening sky, or watch thetints of dawn 
and admire such beauties ; but his soul never looks 
up ‘‘ through nature’s work to nature’s God.” He 
can enter into deep communion with what is perfect in 
in the natural world, but he holds none with the Father 
of his spirit. Music, too, is his delight. He can 
eagerly give himself away to the melody of sweeet 
sounds ; but, with all this, he-stands without the 
threshold of the moral temple of God, and has no wish 
to enter in and eatthe food of angels. The thorns 
which grow on Sinai are pleasant to the soul; but 
not more than are the roses which bloom on Calvary. 
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The blending tints of the summer-bow awaken a thrill 
of pleasure ; but the bow of mercy which hangs over 
the eross of Jesus, has in it nothing that can charm.— 
He lives, plans and acts, just as he would were there 
no God ‘above him, before whom every thought lies 
naked. Is this man—this_refinec, cultivated scholar 
—pursuing the object for which he wascreated? And 
if every cultivated man on earth should do precisely as 
he does, would the world advance in knowledge, virtue 
or religion? Man was created for purposes high and 
noble—such as angels engage in, and in comparison 
with which all other objects sink into insignificance, 
and all other objects are contemptible as ashes. 

Love AND Paripr,—A writer makes the following 
sensible and judicious remarks, which we commend 
to the attention of those for whom they are intended : 
‘*Many a man has seen his choice for a partner in 
life, in the humble girl, far beneath him in the opin- 
ion of the world, and although love and pride might 
have struggled with him for a while, yet pride triumph- 
ed, and he sought one from the higher walks of life. 
In all the vicissitudes of social existence nothing can be 
capable of inflicting more certain misery than is sure 
to follow such a course. It distracts the general 
harmony of our days, mishaps our ends, shortens the 
length of life, lessens the stature of manhood, and is 
contrary to the divine instructions of the Bible, for it 
declares that where love is, there is peace, plenty and 
thriftiness. Every thing good is sure to follow a hap- 
py union. Let not danas interfere in this matter.” 

MAsonic Senet: --Be ‘thankful that ou wert 
born in a country, which is blessed with the light of 


the gospel. Confess this divine religion every where, 


and let none of its duties be neglected. 

PrupENcE should be the peculiar characteristic of 
every Mason, as it instructs us to regulate our conduct 
agreeably to the dictates of reason and justice, and 
properly to judge and determine on every point, touch- 
ing our present and future happiness. Itis that vir- 
tue on which all others depend, and is, therefore, the 
chief jewel that can adorn the human frame. 


Ir is material to the preservation of friendship, that 
openness of temper and manners on both hands be cul- 
tivated. Nothing more certainly dissolves friendship 
than the jealousy which arises from darkness or con- 
cealment. If your situation oblige you to take a dif- 
ferent side from your friend, doit Openly. Avow your 
conduct, and your motives. 


———SSSe 
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